THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053

June 3, 2019
Honorable Karen E. Spilka Honorable Robert A. Deleo
President of the Senate Speaker of the House of Representatives
State House, Room 332 State House, Room 356
Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA 02133

Dear Madam President and Mr. Speaker,

In light of recent communications from a unified group of business, labor, and social justice
organizations, as well as countless conversations that each of us have had with business owners and
constituents in our own districts, we write to urge the Senate and House to adopt a three-month delay
in the implementation of the recently established paid family and medical leave program.

This law required the creation of a new state agency, the Department of Family and Medical Leave
(DFML), and the subsequent promulgation of the necessary rules and regulations to govern a program of
considerable scope. This task is enormous, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development
has done a more than admirable job in the creation of the DFML and issuance of draft regulations in less
than a year.

However, the finalization of those regulations and the process of adequately educating the millions of
employees and tens of thousands of employers who will be expected to abide by this law require more
time. We fear that maintaining the July 1, 2019 launch date will result in an incomplete and
unsuccessful launch of the program, an unfair proposition to those who have worked so hard to this
point, and to millions of MA residents. It is our belief that a three-month delay, rather than weakening
or undercutting the law and its intentions, will strengthen it and ensure a smooth rollout with broad
adoption by all impacted. Such a delay of required contributions to October 1, 2019 will allow for the
more complete finalization and understanding of the regulations, processes for payroll deductions, and
ability for insurance providers to develop private options.

While we also support the multiple amendments proposed by Raise Up MA and the business community
in their letter dated May 20, 2019, as we feel these proposals will bring further clarity and coherence
with the IRS and federal FMLA laws, our primary concern is to establish a three-month delay in
implementation,



We thank you for your consideration of this crucial matter and once again urge your action to further
support MA workers, employers, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development by allowing

a thorough and smooth roll-out of this new program.

Sincerely,
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