
 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2023 

The Honorable Andrea Joy Campbell 

Attorney General  

One Ashburton Place 

Boston, MA 02108 

 

Re: Request for Litigation and Investigation Regarding Firefighter Turnout Gear 

 

We write to respectfully request that the Commonwealth join ongoing litigation against firefighter 

turnout gear manufactures; gear that allegedly has exposed the Commonwealth’s firefighters to 

disease causing chemicals. As you know, in 2022, the Attorney General’s Office (AGO) sued 

manufacturers of toxic “forever” chemicals for contaminating Massachusetts drinking water and 

damaging natural resources.1 That lawsuit alleged that “the manufacturers repeatedly violated state 

and federal laws protecting drinking water and prohibiting consumer deception by marketing, 

manufacturing, and selling PFAS-containing aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF) to government 

entities, counties, municipalities, local fire departments, businesses and residents in Massachusetts 

while knowing of the serious dangers the chemicals posed.”2 We greatly appreciate the AGO’s 

efforts in this litigation regarding AFFF substances. However, there is an important area 

unaddressed by this lawsuit – firefighter turnout gear. Our firefighters have already taken the lead 

on defending themselves.3 We ask that you join their efforts and expand your ongoing litigation to 

include firefighter turnout gear.  

 

As AGO’s 2022 suit recognized, AFFF substances allegedly exposed firefighters to toxic 

chemicals. However, AFFF substances are not the only pathway for firefighters to come in contact 

with toxic chemicals. As explained by one study: 

 

Because of the documented adverse health effects of PFAS, the primary concern to 

date in the fire services has centered on repeated use and exposure to AFFF. In this 

work, an additional PFAS exposure source for firefighters is presented: PFAS that 

are shed from their protective clothing. Textiles used as firefighter turnout gear 

were found to have high levels of total fluorine (up to 2%), and individual PFAS 

 
1 AG Healey Sues Manufacturers of Toxic ‘Forever’ Chemicals for Contaminating Massachusetts Drinking Water 

and Damaging Natural Resources | Mass.gov 
2 Id. 
3 Worcester firefighters with cancer file lawsuit against gear, PFAS makers (telegram.com) 
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https://www.mass.gov/news/ag-healey-sues-manufacturers-of-toxic-forever-chemicals-for-contaminating-massachusetts-drinking-water-and-damaging-natural-resources#:~:text=The%20AG's%20complaint%2C%20filed%20today,-forming%20foam%20(AFFF)%20to
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were identified and measured on new and used firefighting turnout gear. Used gear 

showed lower levels of PFAS as well as an increased migration into untreated 

material. A dust measurement from a textile storage area also suggests direct loss 

of PFAS from the fluoropolymers in the textiles. Because PFAS that are shed from 

the textiles used in turnout gear are more mobile, they represent another viable 

exposure source for firefighters that warrants further study.4 

 

As we have all come to learn, PFAS, or Polyfluoroalkyl substances, is a class designation that 

includes nearly 10,000 chemicals used to make everyday items fireproof, waterproof, or non-stick. 

These chemicals have become ubiquitous in products ranging from cookware to furniture to 

children’s toys – and critically, as a lining in firefighting gear – despite posing dangerous health 

risks. Even at low levels, the toxicity of PFAS chemicals can be devastating, increasing the risk of 

cancer, immunosuppression, birth defects, colitis, and other diseases. 

 

Our firefighters place themselves in harm’s way to protect the Commonwealth’s residents and 

property. In doing so, they utilize gear, procured by the government, with the expectation that the 

gear will help protect them from harm. That gear should not provide short term protection at the 

cost of long-term harm. We respectfully request that your office undertake litigation related to 

firefighter turnout gear and help protect those who protect us.  

 

Finally, we also request that you open an investigation into whether this turnout gear violated 

Chapter 93A’s prohibition on unfair and deceptive trade practices. Turnout gear is sold to protect 

our firefighters; turnout gear that harms our firefighters is fundamentally unfair and deceptive.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Senator Michael O. Moore 

Second Worcester District 

 
Representative James K. Hawkins 

2nd Bristol District 

 
Senator Bruce E. Tarr 

First Essex and Middlesex District 

 
Representative Carol A. Doherty 

3rd Bristol District 

 
4 See Another Pathway for Firefighter Exposure to Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances: Firefighter Textiles, 

Graham F. Peaslee, John T. Wilkinson, Sean R. McGuinness, Meghanne Tighe, Nicholas Caterisano, Seryeong Lee, 

Alec Gonzales, Matthew Roddy, Simon Mills, and Krystle Mitchell, Environmental Science & Technology 

Letters 2020 7 (8), 594-599, available at: https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.estlett.0c00410  

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.estlett.0c00410


Letter to Attorney General Campbell re: Firefighter Turnout Gear Litigation and Investigation 

December 18, 2023 

Page 3 of 10  

 

 
Senator Peter J. Durant 

Worcester and Hampshire District 

 
Representative Kimberly N. Ferguson 

1st Worcester District 

 

 

 
Senator John F. Keenan 

Norfolk and Plymouth District 

 

 
Representative Marcus S. Vaughn 

9th Norfolk District 

 
Senator Jacob R. Oliveira 

Hampden, Hampshire and Worcester District 

 
Representative Rodney M. Elliott 

16th Middlesex District 

 

 
Senator Robyn K. Kennedy 

First Worcester District 

 

 

 
Representative Michael J. Soter 

8th Worcester District 

 
Senator Barry R. Finegold 

Second Essex and Middlesex District 

 
Representative Ryan M. Hamilton 

15th Essex District 

 

 

 

 
Senator Walter F. Timilty 

Norfolk, Plymouth and Bristol District 

 
Representative James Arena-DeRosa 

8th Middlesex District 
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Senator Brendan P. Crighton 

Third Essex District 

 
Representative David LeBoeuf 

17th Worcester District 

 

Senator James B. Eldridge 

Middlesex and Worcester District 

 
Representative Steve Owens 

29th Middlesex District 

Senator Sal N. DiDomenico 

Middlesex and Suffolk District 

 
Representative Patricia A. Haddad 

5th Bristol District 

 
Senator Patrick M. O'Connor 

First Plymouth and Norfolk District 

 
Representative Steve Ultrino 

33rd Middlesex District 

 
Senator Jason M. Lewis 

Fifth Middlesex District 

 
Representative Susannah M. Whipps 

2nd Franklin District 

 
Senator Michael D. Brady 

Second Plymouth and Norfolk District 

 
Representative Jessica Ann Giannino 

16th Suffolk District 
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Senator Julian Cyr 

Cape and Islands District 

 
Representative Marc T. Lombardo 

22nd Middlesex District 

 
Senator Michael F. Rush 

Norfolk and Suffolk District 

 
Representative William F. MacGregor 

10th Suffolk District 

 
Senator Joan B. Lovely 

Second Essex District 

 
Representative William C. Galvin 

6th Norfolk District 

 
Senator Edward J. Kennedy 

First Middlesex District 

 

 
Representative Paul McMurtry 

11th Norfolk District 

 

 
Senator Mark C. Montigny 

Second Bristol and Plymouth District 

 

 

 
Representative Lindsay N. Sabadosa 

1st Hampshire District 

 
Senator Paul W. Mark 

Berkshire, Hampden, Franklin and 

Hampshire District 

 
Representative William M. Straus 

10th Bristol District 
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Senator Ryan C. Fattman 

Worcester and Hampden District 

 
Representative Mathew Muratore 

1st Plymouth District 

 
Senator Marc R. Pacheco 

Third Bristol and Plymouth District 

 
Representative Patrick Kearney 

4th Plymouth District 

 
Senator Paul R. Feeney 

Bristol and Norfolk District 

 
Representative Michelle L. Ciccolo 

15th Middlesex District 

 
Senator John C. Velis 

Hampden and Hampshire District 

 
Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr. 

12th Hampden District 

 
Representative Margaret R. Scarsdale 

1st Middlesex District 

 

 
Representative Samantha Montaño 

15th Suffolk District 

 

Kathleen R. LaNatra 
Representative Kathleen R. LaNatra 

12th Plymouth District 

 
Representative Shirley B. Arriaga 

8th Hampden District 
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Representative Smitty Pignatelli 

3rd Berkshire District 

 

 
Representative Rita A. Mendes 

11th Plymouth District 

 
Representative Colleen M. Garry 

36th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Meghan Kilcoyne 

12th Worcester District 

 
Representative Carmine L. Gentile 

13th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Brian W. Murray 

10th Worcester District 

 
Representative John Barrett 

1st Berkshire District 

 
Representative Alyson M. Sullivan-Almeida 

7th Plymouth District 

 
Representative Jonathan D. Zlotnik 

2nd Worcester District 

 

 
Representative David F. DeCoste 

5th Plymouth District 

 

 
Representative Thomas M. Stanley 

9th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Michael P. Kushmerek 

3rd Worcester District 
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Representative Steven George Xiarhos 

5th Barnstable District 

 
Representative Hannah Kane 

11th Worcester District 

 
Representative James J. O’Day 

14th Worcester District 

 
Representative Mary S. Keefe 

15th Worcester District 

 
Representative Tram T. Nguyen 

18th Essex District 

Sally P. Kerans 
Representative Sally P. Kerans 

13th Essex District 

 

 
Representative Christopher R. Flanagan 

1st Barnstable District 

 

 
Representative Dylan A. Fernandes 

Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket District 

 
Representative Todd Smola 

1st Hampden District 

 
Representative Gerard J. Cassidy 

9th Plymouth District 

 

 
Representative Joseph McKenna 

18th Worcester District 

 
Representative Natalie M. Higgins 

4th Worcester District 
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Representative Adrianne Ramos 

14th Essex District 

 
Representative Sean Garballey 

23rd Middlesex District 

 
Representative Steven Howitt 

4th Bristol District 

Representative Erika Uyterhoeven 

27th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Vanna Howard 

17th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Michelle M. DuBois 

10th Plymouth District 

 
Representative Christopher Hendricks 

11th Bristol District 

 
Representative Simon Cataldo 

14th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Joseph W. McGonagle 

28th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Tommy Vitolo 

15th Norfolk District 

 
Representative Edward R. Philips 

8th Norfolk District 

 
Representative Brandy Fluker Oakley 

12th Suffolk District 
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Representative Thomas P. Walsh 

12th Essex District 

 
Representative David K. Muradian 

9th Worcester District 

Representative Brian M. Ashe 

2nd Hampden District 

 
Representative Kevin G. Honan 

17th Suffolk District 

 

 
Representative Carole A. Fiola 

6th Bristol District 

 
Representative Rady Mom 

18th Middlesex District 

 
Representative Mark J. Cusack 

5th Norfolk District 

 
Representative Bruce J. Ayers 

1st Norfolk District 

 
Representative John H. Rogers 

12th Norfolk District  

 

 


